This letter that follows was written by Paul R. Green Jr., candidate, State Senate District 6, in response to comments made by Massachusetts Senator John Kerry during a campaign rally at Pasadena City College in Southern California for Democratic gubernatorial candidate Phil Angelides.  Candidate Green takes offense at the remarks made which he considers demeaning to military men and women of all services, both past, present and future, and their families.  Green, himself, a decorated military veteran, served 24 years in the United States Air Force - to include a tour in Vietnam - and achieved the grade of Senior Master Sergeant, a position that, by statute, placed him in the top two percent of all enlisted men and women in the USAF (barring random exceptions based upon readiness decisions).
 

Senator Kerry,
 

I never have been a fan of yours, partly because of your ultra liberal views, but more importantly because of what I consider to be a consistent betrayal over time of your brothers in arms.  However, I always have been civil in my disagreement.  But this latest smear of those serving their country,  "You know, education, if you make the most of it, if you study hard and you do your homework, and you make an effort to be smart, uh, you, you can do well. If you don't, you get stuck in Iraq. ..." is outrageous (see article that follows) and goes too far.
 

The respect accorded you by virtue of the position you hold as a U.S. Senator and the free speech you are owed as an American citizen truly was misused by you in this instance.  I note that as reported, you "refuse to apologize," because it is the "Republicans' conducting business as usual," or you "meant something else" regardless that you said what you said and did not say what you now say you meant to say "jokingly."
 

Because of what appears to me to be your consistent disdain for the military and the men and women who serve, I wonder if your disrespect for those men and women who serve their country - both past and present, as well as those who will opt to wear the uniform in the future  - is representative of the view of the military held by the majority of the members of the Democrat Party of which you are a well-respected member (2004 Presidential nominee), or whether or not it is just you who has such a low an opinion of us and presumably such a high opinion of yourself and your friends?
 

Yes, I say us.  I dutifully served my country for 24 years as a member of the USAF.  And I, like you, Senator Kerry, am a decorated veteran of the Vietnam War.
 

And also, my youngest daughter, a local graduate of Highlands High School in North Highlands, California, is now serving as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Air Force following her graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  She now is stationed in Texas, and is undergoing the second half of her pilot training to fly C-130 transport planes -- a role that at some time may place her at risk for an Iraq assignment in one capacity or another.
 

I do not believe that either I was or she is now uneducated or less educated than the public at large.  But what I was and she is are volunteers who answered the high calling from out country to serve along side other like-minded brave men and women as a members of one of the service branches in a capacity best suited to our skills and talents.
 

So Senator Kerry, I call upon you to apologize to me, a 24-year USAF Veteran - including Vietnam service just like you - to my daughter, who does not need to be besmirched merely because the President did not serve or the Governor did not serve and you did serve.  And finally, I call upon you to apologize to every current officer, enlisted and civilian member of the armed forces and their families as well as to those who served previously, and their families, and who now is either in a retired or former service status.
 

And while awaiting your owed apology, I also am waiting patiently to hear the response from Treasurer Angelides.  Is he also offended by your remarks, or are they representative of his campaign since you spoke them while speaking on behalf of him?
 

God bless.
 

 

Paul R. Green Jr.
Candidate, State Senate District 6
Re: http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=52705
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I encourage you to visit my website: http://paulrgreenjr.com/ and to volunteer to help with my campaign in one way or another.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
